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CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE |
NAME AND OBJECTS

SECTION 1. The name of the Club shall be the A#igBolden Retriever Club.
SECTION 2. The objects of the Club shall be:
(a) to encourage and promote responsible ownedhtolden Retrievers;

(b) to encourage and promote the quality breedfrmure-bred Golden Retrievers and to
do all possible to bring their natural qualitiegptrfection;

(c) to urge members and breeders to accept thdasthof the breed as approved by The
American Kennel Club as the only standard of eroek by which Golden Retrievers
shall be judged;

(d) to urge members and breeders to subscrilfetditanta Golden Retriever Club
Code of Ethics;

(e) todo allin its power to protect and advatieeinterests of the breed by encouraging
sportsmanlike competition at dog shows, obedienals and field trials;

(f) to conduct sanctioned and licensed specialysh obedience trials, field trials and
agility trials under the rules of The American Keh@lub.

SECTION 3. The Club shall not be conducted or ajel for profit and no part of any
profits or remainder or residue from dues or damatito the Club shall inure to the
benefit of any member or individual.

SECTION 4. The members of the Club shall adoptraag from time to time revise
such by-laws as may be required to carry out tbegerts.



ARTICLE Il
Membership

SECTION 1. Eligibility. There shall be three typg#fsmembership.

(a) Individual: which shall be open to all perseghteen years of age and older who are
in good standing with The American Kennel Club ar subscribe to the purposes of
this Club.

(b) Family: which shall be open to an individuatigheir immediate family who are
eighteen years of age and older who are in goodiistg with The American Kennel

Club and who subscribe to the purposes of this (Flalmily members seventeen years of
age and under would be non-voting junior members.

(c) Non-voting Junior: which shall be open to asperseventeen years of age and under
who are in good standing with The American KennebGnd who subscribe to the
purposes of this Club. However, no junior member lvald office.]

While membership is to be unrestricted as to residethe Club's primary purpose is to
be representative of the breeders and exhibitats immediate area.

SECTION 2. Dues. Annual membership dues shadlebéy the board and approved at
a regular meeting by a majority of the membersditeg. An uppermost limit on dues
should be stated, within which amount the board ssydues. Dues shall be payable on
or before the 1st day of January of each yearmmber may vote whose dues are not
paid for the current year. During the month of Asigthe Treasurer shall notify each
member of his/her pending dues for the ensuing. year

SECTION 3
Election to Membership

Each applicant for membership shall apply on a fasnapproved by the Board of
Directors and which shall provide that the appliGagrees to abide by this constitution
and these by-laws and the rules of The Americamkk@lub. The application shall
state the name, address and occupation of thecappli Accompanying the application,
the prospective member shall submit dues paymenhéocurrent year. Applications
submitted on or after July 1st are subject to Y6erurdues.

All applications are to be filed with the Secretafyues are to be forwarded from the
Secretary to the Treasurer. Upon notification thatdues have cleared, Treasurer shall
inform Secretary and Secretary shall send a wa&lop communication to the new
member and copy to the general membership ascatign of a new member in the
Club.

SECTION 4. Termination of Membership. Membershpsy be terminated:

(a) by resignation. Any member in good standiray mesign from the Club upon
written notice to the Secretary; but no member nesign when in debt to the Club.
Dues obligations are considered a debt to the @habthey become incurred on the first
day of each fiscal year.



ARTICLE Il (Continued)
Membership

(b) by lapsing. A membership will be consideredampsed and automatically terminated
if such member's dues remain unpaid 90 days digefirst day of the fiscal year;
however, the Board may grant an additional 90 @d&yggace to such delinquent members
in meritorious cases. In no case may a persomtiitéed to vote at any Club meeting
whose dues are unpaid as of the date of the meeting

(c) by expulsion. A membership may be termindatg@xpulsion as provided in Article
VI of these by-laws.

ARTICLE Il
Meetings and Voting

SECTION 1. Club Meetings. Meetings of the Clublshe held within the greater
Atlanta area 25 miles of Metropolitan Atlanta biimialy, at such hour and place as may
be designated by the Board of Directors. Writtetiae of each such meeting shall be
mailed/e-mailed to the members prior to the datlefmeeting. The quorum for such
meetings shall be 20% of the members in good stgndi

SECTION 2. Special Club Meetings. Special Cluletimgs may be called by the
President, or by a majority vote of the memberthefBoard who are present and voting
at any regular or special meeting of the Boardsdrall be called by the Secretary upon
receipt of a petition signed by five members of@eb who are in good standing. Such
special meetings shall be held within the greatéama area 25 miles of Metropolitan
Atlanta at such a place, date and hour as may sigréged by the person or persons
authorized herein to call such meetings. Writtetice of such a meeting shall be mailed
by the Secretary at least five days and not mae 15 days prior to the date of the
meeting. Said notice shall state the purposeefrteeting and no other Club business
may be transacted thereat. The quorum for suckeding shall be 20% of the members
in good standing.

SECTION 3. Board Meetings. Meetings of the Boafr@irectors shall be held within
the greater Atlanta area 25 miles of Metropolitdlaita at such hour and place as may
be designated by the Board. The quorum for sudeeting shall be a majority of the
Board.

SECTION 4. Special Board Meetings. Special mgstiof the Board may be called by
the President and shall be called by the Secrefaoy the receipt of a written request
signed by at least three members of the Boardh Special meetings shall be held
within the greater Atlanta area, 25 miles of Metiitan Atlanta, at such a place, date
and hour as may be designated by the person azghldnerein to call such meeting. A
qguorum for such a meeting shall be a majority efBoard.

SECTION 5. Voting. Each member in good standimgse dues are paid for the current
year shall be entitled to one vote at any meetfrtge Club at which he/she is present.
Proxy voting will not be permitted at any Club megtor election.



ARTICLE IV
Directors and Officers

SECTION 1. Board of Directors. The Board shalcbenprised of the President, Vice-
president, Secretary, Treasurer and three Direatdrarge, all of whom shall be
members in good standing and all of whom shallleeted for one-year terms at the
Club's annual meeting as provided in Article 1V ahall serve until their successors are
elected. General management of the Club's affa@i be entrusted to the Board of
Directors.

SECTION 2. Officers. The Club's officers, conisigtof the President, Vice-president,
Secretary and Treasurer shall serve in their réispetapacities both with regard to the
Club and its meetings and the Board and its meting

(a) The President shall preside at all meetinge®fClub and of the Board and shall
have the duties and powers normally appurtenatietoffice of President in addition to
those particularly specified in these by-laws.

(b) The Vice-president shall have the duties aratase the powers of the President in
case of the President's death, absence, or intgapaci

(c) The Secretary shall keep a record of all mgstof the Club and of the Board and of
all matters of which a record shall be orderedhey@lub. Written notice of meetings
shall be mailed/e-mailed by the Secretary. He#éladl have charge of the
correspondence, notify members of meetings, nagfy members of their election to
membership, notify officers and directors of thed@ction to office, keep a roll of the
members of the Club with their addresses and @arrguch other duties as are
prescribed in these by-laws.

(d) The Treasurer shall collect and receive alhays due or belonging to the Club.
He/she shall deposit the same in a bank desighgtdte Board, in the name of the Club.
The books shall at all times be open to inspeaticthe Board and he/she shall report to
them at every meeting the condition of the Cluiniarfces and every item of receipt or
payment not before reported; and at the annualingelké/she shall render an account of
all moneys received and expended during the previsual year. The Treasurer shall be
bonded in such amount as the Board of Directors dagermine.

SECTION 3. Vacancies. Any vacancies occurringhenBoard or among the offices
during the year shall be filled until the next aahelection by a majority vote of all the
then members of the Board at its first regular imgdbllowing the creation of such
vacancy, or at a Special Board Meeting calledHat purpose; except that a vacancy in
the office of President shall be filled automatigély the Vice-president and the
resulting vacancy in the office of Vice-presidenal be filled by the Board.



ARTICLE V
The Club Year, Annual Meeting, Elections

SECTION 1. Club Year. The Club's fiscal year shabin on the 1st day of January and
end on the 31st day of December.

SECTION 2. Annual Meeting. The annual meetindldfeheld in the month of
December at which Officers and Directors for thsusng year shall be elected by secret,
written ballot from among those nominated. Withthdays of the conclusion of the
election, each retiring officer shall turn ovettheir successor in office all properties and
records relating to that office.

SECTION 3. Elections. The nominated candidateivétg the greatest number of votes
for each office shall be declared elected. Theamominated candidates for the three
Directors at Large on the Board who receive thatgit number of votes for such
positions shall be declared elected.

SECTION 4. Nominations. No person may be a catdith a Club election who has
not been nominated. During the month of JuneBiterd shall select a Nominating
Committee consisting of three members and tworstes, not more than one of whom
may be a member of the Board. The Secretary shalediately notify the
committeemen and alternates of their selectiore Bbard shall name a Chairman for
the Committee and it shall be their duty to catbanmittee meeting.

(a) The Committee shall nominate one candidatedch office and three candidates for
the three Directors at Large on the Board. Afemusing the consent of each person so
nominated, the committee shall immediately regmetrtnominations to the Secretary in
writing. Said notice shall state the purpose ofrtfeting and no other business may be
transacted thereat.

(b) Upon receipt of the Nominating Committee'sarepthe Secretary shall notify each
member in writing of the candidates so nominateaorr o the October meeting.

(c) Additional nominations may be made at the Oetobeeting by any member in
attendance provided that the person so nominatesl mat decline when his/her name is
proposed and provided further that if the propassttiidate is not in attendance at this
meeting, his/her proposer shall present to theesagra written statement from the
proposed candidate signifying his/her willingnes®¢ a candidate. No person may be a
candidate for more than one position and the additinominations which are provided
for herein may be made only from among those mesnvap have not accepted a
nomination of the Nominating Committee.

(d) The Nominating Committee should meet by Septami st and immediately notify
the Secretary of their selections. The Secretaryrn, shall notify each member of the
Nominating Committee’s slate at least two weekero the October meeting. Since
nominations may not be made at the Annual Meetecémber), additional nominations
may only be made at the October meeting. Nominat@@mnot be made at the annual
meeting or in any manner other than as providedi;Section.



ARTICLE VI
Committees

SECTION 1. The Board may each year appoint stgnclimmittees to advance the
work of the Club in such matters are specialty shavedience trials, field trials,
trophies, annual prizes, membership and otherdfieddich may well be served by
committees. Such committees shall always be sutgehe final authority of the Board.
Special committees may also be appointed by thedBwaaid it on particular projects.

SECTION 2. Any committee appointment may be teatad by a majority vote of the
full membership of the Board upon written noticeahte appointee; and the Board may
appoint successors to those persons whose sehdgedeen terminated.

ARTICLE VII
Discipline

SECTION 1. American Kennel Club Suspension. Ammber who is suspended from
the privileges of the American Kennel Club autocslty shall be suspended from the
privileges of this Club for a like period.

SECTION 2. Charges. Any member may prefer chaagasmst a member for alleged
misconduct prejudicial to the best interests of@heb or the Breed. Written charges

with specifications must be filed in duplicate wilie Secretary together with a deposit of
$10 which shall be forfeited if such charges aresostained by the Board following a
hearing. The Secretary shall promptly send a ablge charges to each member of the
Board or present them at a Board Meeting and tleedshall first consider whether the
actions alleged in the charges, if proven, mighmstitute conduct prejudicial to the best
interests of the Club or the breed. If the Boamsiders that the charges do not allege
conduct which would be prejudicial to the bestriests of the Club or the breed, it may
refuse to entertain jurisdiction. If the Boardestdains jurisdiction of the charges it shall
fix a date of a hearing by the Board not less thage weeks nor more than six weeks
thereafter. The Secretary shall promptly sendaopy of the charges to the accused
member by registered mail together with a noticthefhearing and an assurance that the
defendant may personally appear in his/her ownndefand bring witnesses if he/she
wishes.

SECTION 3. Board Hearing. The Board shall havaglete authority to decide
whether counsel may attend the hearing, but battptaninant and defendant shall be
treated uniformly in that regard. Should the clearlge sustained, after hearing all the
evidence and testimony presented by complainantafehdant, the Board may by a
majority vote of those present suspend the defdrfdam all privileges of the Club for
not more than six months from the date of the hgariAnd, if it deems that punishment
insufficient, it may also recommend to the membigrsinat the penalty be expulsion. In
such case, the suspension shall not restrict ttemdant's right to appear before his/her
fellow-members at the ensuing Club meeting whiahmsaters the Board
recommendation. Immediately after the Board haslred a decision, its findings shall
be put in written form and filed with the Secretafjhe Secretary, in turn, shall notify
each of the parties of the Board's decision anadlpgnf any.



ARTICLE VIl (Continued)
Discipline

SECTION 4. Expulsion. Expulsion of a member fribra Club may be accomplished
only at a meeting of the Club following a Board tieg and upon the Board's
recommendation as provided in Section 3 of thischet Such proceedings may occur at
a regular or special meeting of the Club to be etdin 60 days but not earlier than 30
days after the date of the Board’s recommendati@xjpulsion. The defendant shall
have the privilege of appearing in his/her own lfetfaough no evidence shall be taken
at this meeting. The President shall read theggsaand the Board's findings and
recommendations and shall invite the defendaptei§ent, to speak in his/her own behalf
if he/she wishes. The membership shall then vpteelret written ballot on the
proposed expulsion. A 2/3 vote of those presedtvating at the meeting shall be
necessary for expulsion. If expulsion is not stedpthe Board's suspension shall stand.

ARTICLE VI
Amendments

SECTION 1. Amendments to the constitution anddws may be proposed by the
Board of Directors or by written petition addressethe Secretary signed by 20% of the
membership in good standing. Amendments propogetith petition shall be promptly
considered by the Board of Directors and must lbensited to the members with
recommendations of the Board by the Secretary famt@ within 3 months of the date
when the petition was received by the Secretary.

SECTION 2. The constitution and by-laws may be rzalee by a 2/3 vote of the
members present and voting at any regular or dp@eiatings called for this purpose,
provided the proposed amendments have been inclodkd notice of the meeting and
mailed/emailed to each member at least two weeks forthe date of the meeting.

ARTICLE IX
Dissolution

SECTION 1. Dissolution. The Club may be dissolaedny time by the written consent
of not less than 2/3 of the members. In the egétite dissolution of the Club other than
for purposes of law, none of the property of theldhor any proceeds thereof nor any
assets of the Club shall be distributed to any neembf the Club by after payment of the
debts of the Club its property and assets shaiiyen to a charitable organization for the
benefit of dogs selected by the Board of Directors.



ARTICLE X
Order of Business

SECTION 1. At meetings of the Club, the order o$ibess, so far as the character and
nature of the meeting may permit, shall be as Wto

Roll Call

Minutes of the last meeting
Report of President

Report of Secretary
Report of Treasurer
Report of Committees
Election of Officers and Board (at annual meéting
Election of new members
Unfinished business

New business
Adjournment

SECTION 2. At meetings of the Board, the ordebadiness, unless otherwise directed
by majority vote of those present, shall be afd:

Reading of minutes of last meeting
Report of Secretary

Report of Treasurer

Report of Committees

Unfinished Business

New Business

Adjournment



ARTICLE Xl
Parliamentary Authority

SECTION 1. The rules contained in the currentiediof Robert’s Rules of Order,
Newly Revised shall govern the club in all casewhich they are applicable and in
which they are not inconsistent with these by-lawd any special rules of order the club
may adopt.

President:
Date:

Secretary:
Date:

Dues: Individual $25, Family $30, Non-voting Junic®10

Definition of “in good standing:”

Club Dues must be current.

Can not be under investigation or suspension by Ki8RC
Can not be under investigation or suspension by GRCA
Can not be under investigation or suspension by Hi€C



