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Atlanta Golden Retriever Club

“Pointers on Pickin’ Puppies”

Things to Consider:

1. Is the Golden Retriever the right dog for you?

2. Selecting a Breeder

3. Red Flags

4. What you should ask the Breeder

5. What the Breeder should ask you

6. Picking your puppy

Is the Golden Retriever the right dog for you?

Friendly, reliable, and trustworthy is how AKC describes the Golden Retriever.  Goldens are people oriented, known for being enthusiastic and are not considered watch dogs.  Goldens shed… often.  They are active and enjoy having something in their mouth.    If you want a people oriented dog and have the time and energy to devote, then a golden is for you. 

Please remember a puppy isn’t just for Christmas… it’s for a lifetime.
Selecting a Breeder

In short, there are three “types” of breeders

· Pet shop / Dealer – the puppies are poorly bred and raised and many are sickly

· Backyard Breeder – the breeder usually know little about the standard or history of the breed and even less about proper care

· Serious Hobby Breeder – when someone is involved in dogs for the enjoyment of each individual animal, for participation in any aspect of dogsport, and for producing the finest animals possible, the results are superior.

Expect to pay $900 - $1800 for a nice, healthy puppy.  Healthy puppies are expensive because the breeders put a lot into screening their dogs, ensuring their dogs are kept in good condition,  ensuring the bitches receive exceptional pre and postnatal care, and making sure the puppies have good care.
Expect to pay $900 - $1800 for a quality, healthy puppy.  Puppies from breeders cost more because breeders put a lot of research and screening into their dogs to ensure the health and temperament of the Golden is preserved.  The breeders bitches receive exception pre and postnatal care to ensure that each puppy is in excellent health when they leave for their new homes.

How does one recognize the responsible breeder? Following is an excerpt, taken from AKC, listing requirements the breeder should meet before you consider purchasing a puppy. Don't be afraid to confront the breeder with these requirements. It is your right, and you can rest assured that the dedicated breeder will respond positively and with pride.

Watch out for the following Red Flags:

RED FLAGS

· Breeder does not screen for diseases and offers no health guarantee

Breeder does not screen for diseases and does not offer copies of hip/eye/heart clearances
(I do not offer health guarantees on my pet puppies only on show puppies) 

· Kennel is dirty and untidy. 

· Several litters are born each year. 

· Multiple breeds are bred on site. 

· Breeder has no written health records of the litter. 

· Puppies are taken from the mother before 6 weeks of age.

Questions to ask a Breeder
· How long have you been breeding? 

· What sort of disease screening do you do? 

· Do you plan on improving this breed? How? 

· What breed clubs do you belong to? 

· What kind of contract or guarantee do you offer? Can I return my pet if he develops a genetic disease? 

· How do you socialize the animals? 

· May I contact others who bought from you? 

· What kind of papers do you have on the dog/cat I want? 

· Has a veterinarian seen the litter? Have the kittens (or pups) received any vaccinations?

Questions a Breeder may ask YOU (so be prepared.):

· Do you live in a house or apartment? (Some dogs are too active for small spaces.) If you have a house, does it have a fenced yard? 

· Do you rent or own? (Some landlords do not allow pets.) 

· Do you have children or other pets? How might they get along with a new dog? 

· Do you know how much it costs to raise a puppy? 

· Is this your first dog or cat? (If so, it doesn’t mean you shouldn’t get one! Some breeds, especially dog breeds, are just not suitable for first time owners.)

Picking Your Puppy

1. Discuss with the breeder the type of dog you are looking for and how you expect it to fit into your lifestyle. 

2. Expect the breeder to ask several questions in order to determine if a certain litter will be an appropriate match for you. 

3. Don't be surprised if you are not permitted to pick your puppy. 

4. Look for a puppy sturdy in build with straight legs. They should feel firm and muscular, and be squirmy and active at first when picked up, but be willing to relax and accept being held and cuddled for a short time. 

5. Look for clean, thick coats; eyes, nose and ears free of discharge or irritation; and the puppies should not be pot-bellied. 

6. Look for pink gums (not pale),  dark pigment around the eyes, with black nose and feetpads.

7. Take each of the puppies you are considering (if given more then one option) away from the rest of its littermates and observe its reaction to its environment and to you. Puppies should be willing to explore their environment and be fairly self-assured. 

8. Speak to the puppy and see if it will follow you as you move away. 

9. Roll a ball or other toy to see if it has the instinct to watch, chase, carry and possibly even return to you with the ball. 

10. See if the puppy exhibits the type of personality you would want to live with. 

11. Observe the dam as well. Any shyness or aggression on her part is probably indicative of a poor temperament, and the puppies might well inherit these undesirable traits. 

12. If the sire is available, ask to meet him too.

For more information please contact:



Janet Reneau
JanReneau@aol.com


Nita Campbell
770-974-5782

References: 



www.akc.org


www.grca.org
For more information on Atlanta Golden Retriever Club, our code of ethics, officers, events, puppy referral, a downloadable membership application and important internet links, visit us on the internet at

www.atlantagoldens.org
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Belong to the Golden Retriever Club of America, a local Golden Retriever club, or an all-breed club. Ideally he/she should belong to all three; however, sometimes this is impossible. The reason for this requirement is that this sort of participation indicates depth of involvement. 


Be involved in showing his/her dogs in the breed ring, the obedience ring, in hunting tests/field trials, agility, tracking, or in a combination of any of these. The reason for this requirement is that it means that the breeder is not working in a vacuum. The breeder who does not participate has no idea how good his/her dogs really are, and is deprived of the opportunity to share information and ideas with others. Showing provides the competition which encourages breeders to produce better dogs. The breeder who competes wants to prove how good his/her dogs are and is putting his/her breeding program on the line. 


Be able to show you a clean environment; healthy, well-socialized puppies; and a dam with a good temperament. You should avoid: a) shy, whimpering, fearful puppies; b) puppies with dull coats, crusty or running eyes, signs of diarrhea, rashes or sores on their abdomens; c) signs of neglect, such as lack of water, pans of uneaten food, and dirty conditions; d) a breeder who will sell a puppy under seven weeks of age, as early separation from the dam and littermates can be very detrimental both psychologically and physically. 


Give you a period of time in which to allow you to have the puppy examined by a veterinarian to determine its state of health, so that both of you are assured as to the condition of the puppy at the time of sale. If a problem should arise, it can then be quickly resolved. 


Provide you with a record of the dates and types of vaccinations and de-worming done, feeding instructions, a 3-to 5-generation pedigree, and an AKC registration application to apply for registration of the puppy in your own name with the American Kennel Club (AKC). 


Give you written instructions on feeding, training and care. 


Be able to show you proof that both the sire and dam of the litter have had their hips X-rayed, and evaluated as normal by the Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (OFA) and/or PennHIP; have had their elbows X-rayed and evaluated as normal by the Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (OFA) or a board-certified veterinary radiologist: have had their hearts examined by a board-certified veterinary cardiologist; and have had their eyes examined by a board-certified veterinary ophthalmologist within the last 12-18 months. The breeder should also be willing to answer your questions about any other possible hereditary problems, including but not limited to seizures, hypothyroidism, and skin problems or allergies. 


Ask you what kind of dogs you have had in the past, and what happened to them; whether or not you have a fenced yard; and whether or not the dog will be allowed to be a house dog and a member of the family. Sincere breeders will be a bit hesitant to sell you a puppy until they know more about you, what you are looking for in a dog, and what lifestyle you have in mind for your dog. Having the best interest of the puppy at heart, reputable breeders will take great pains to place puppies properly the first time around. A returned puppy is a traumatic experience for all concerned, so the breeder who is always willing to accept a puppy back will try to make certain that a Golden is the breed for you. 


Be able to give you references: the names of people who have purchased puppies in the past, the names of other breeders, and the veterinarian who provides care for the breeder's dogs. 


Provide some sort of written contract and/or conditions of sale. Any warranty of quality or health of the dog, and any warranty against development of hereditary problems or show-ring disqualifications in an animal intended for showing or breeding, should be in writing. The warranty should be absolutely explicit and a signed copy should be provided to each party.�Both pedigree and registration papers are provided by reputable breeders at NO extra charge. The practice of charging extra for papers is forbidden by the AKC, and should be reported. This should not be confused with withholding papers until the dog has been spayed or neutered, which is how puppies not purchased for showing/breeding are sold by many reputable breeders. 


Make it clear that his/her responsibility continues long after you have taken your puppy home, in fact as long as the dog is alive. Many dedicated breeders will ask that the dog be returned to them, or placed with new owners who meet their approval, if ever for any reason you are unable to keep the dog. They'll cheerfully be available for advice whenever needed, and can ease your way over many rough spots.�If your breeder meets all of these requirements you are in good hands. If you find yourself with a negative response to any of these requirements, think twice and discuss the situation with someone else. DON'T be impulsive and DO ask questions. 








